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PHANERA NICOBARICA BALAKR. & THOTH. (CAESALPINIACEAE)— 
A NEW AND INTERESTING SPECIES FROM GREAT NICOBAR ISLAND 


Phanefa nicobarica Balakr. & Thoth. sp. 
nov. inter species sectionis Megantherae 
de Wit ad P- stipularem (Korth.) Benth. 
accedens sed petiolis longioribus et crassi- 
oribus, pedicellis longioribus, petalis ob- 
longo-lanceolatis, stipite ovarii brevion, 
stigmate peltato, ovulis numerosis ab ea 
recedens. 

Frutex scandens, magnus; caulis 3-5 cm 
crassus ad basim; capreoli circinnati, sim- 
plices, lignescentes, ad nodos ramulorum 
inserti; ramuli juniores dense brunneo-hir- 
suti, graciles, 6-10 cm longi, stipulis imbri- 
catis plurimis gemmis vegetativis dense hir- 
sutis tegentibus ; stipulae falcatae, obovatae, 
rotundatae ad apices, 4-5 mm longae, 3-4 mm 
latae, scariosae, brunneae, pubescentes, cadu- 
cae. Folia ovata, breviter- cordata ad basim, 
7-14 cm longa, 6-12 cm lata, glabra; lobi 2-5 
cm longi, acuti vel subacuti; nervi 1 w 3 » 
infra porcati et sparsim cinereo-puberuli; 
nervuli subliter reticulati; petioli 5-9 cm 
longi, glabri, validi. Inflorescentia simplex, 
corymbose racemosa, 8-10 cm longa, 10-12 
cm lata; rachis 4-7 cm longa, dense minute 
Iprunneo-hirsuta; pedicelli usque ad 7 cm 
longos, infimi longissimi, dense minute pube- 
ruli, cicatrieibus bractearum delapsarum 
lunatis notati ad bases; bracteola solitaria, 
inserta ad medium pedicelli, lineari-subulata, 
4-5 mm longa, caduca. Flores 5-6 cm lati, 
albi vel laete cremei. Receptaculum cylind- 
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ricum, carnosum, cavitate angusto, latius ad 
basim et apicem, 1.0-1-2 cm longum, 2-3 mm 
crassum, striatum, dense minute brunneo- 
pubescens. Sepala 5, anguste-lanceolata, acu¬ 
minata, incrassata. ad margines, 2.2-24 cm 
longa, 3-4 mm lata, extra dense minute 
puberula. Petala 5, basi unguiculata ob- 
longo-lanceolata, sinuato-cordata basi, acuta 
apice, undulata marginibus, 2 4-2.6 cm longa, 
1.o-i-2 cm lata, alba, nervis distinctis, extra 
sparsim puberula per costam et aliquot ner- 
vos; ungues 2.0-3.5 mm longi, brunneo 
pilosi ad utrinque costas. Stamina fertilia 3 ; 
filamenta 8-10 mm longa, sparsim minute 
puberula; antherae lineari-oblongae, 9-11 
mm longae, rubrae, dehiscentis longitudi- 
nalibus duabus ad anticas et dorsales on 
utraque theca. Staminodia 2 vel 3, gracilia, 
sigmoidea in gemmis, simpliciter curva in 
floribus, 5-8 mm longa, minute puberula ad 
bases. Ovarium brevi-stipitatum, complana- 
tum, 1.0-1.3 cm longum, 2-3 mm latum, 
dense sericeo-tomentosum, brunneum, multi- 
ovulatum; stylus 14-1.8 cm Iongus, minute 
puberulus; stigma tumidum, sub-globosum, 
peltatum. Fructus ignotus (Figs. 1-12). 

Great Nicobar: 15 km on East-West 
Road, ± 100 m, 23 Aug. 1975, Balakrishnan 
3043 A (HOLOTYPUS in CAL); ibid. 
3043B-C (ISOTYPI in CAL); ibid. 3043D-F 
(ISOTYPI in PBL); 18 km on North-South 
Road, i 25 m, 17 July 1976, Balakrishnan 
3824 A-B (PARATYPI in CAL); ibid. 3824 
C-F (PARATYPI in PBL); on the way from 
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Galathea Bay to Pulobaha Bay ± 150 vft, 26 Large climbing shrub; stem 3-5 cm thick 
Mar. 1966, Thothathri & Barterjee 10661 at base; tendrils circinnate, simple, woody, 
(PARATYPUS in CAL). inserted at nodes on branchlets; young 



Phanera nicobarica Balakr. & Thoth. 

rigs. M2 : 1. Branch. 2. Vegetative branch showing stipules on young shoots. 3. Caiyx. 4. Petal. 
$ & 6. Fertile stamen, two views, 7; Staminodes in bud, 9. Staminodes in flower. 10* Gynoecium. 
){. L. S. of ovary and calyx-tube* 12. T. S. of ovary. 
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shoots densely brown-hirsute, slender, 6-10 
cm long, with many imbricating stipules 
covering densely hirsute vegetative buds; 
stipules falcate, obovate, rounded at apex, 
4-5 mm long, 3-4 mm wide, scarious, brown, 
pubescent, early caducous. Leaves ovate, 
shallowly cordate at base, 7-14 cm long, 6-12 
cm wide, glabrous ; lobes 2-5 cm long, acute 
to subacute; nerves 11-13, ridged beneath, 
sparsely grey-puberulous beneath ; nervules 
finely reticulate; petioles 5-9 cm long, glab¬ 
rous, stout. Inflorescence simple corymbose 
raceme, 8-10 cm long, 10-12 cm wide ; rachis 
4-7 cm long, densely minutely puberulous, 
marked at base with scars of fallen bracts; 
bracteole solitary, median on pedicel, linear- 
subulate, 4-5 mm long, early caducous. 
Flowers 5-6 cm across, white to light cream- 
coloured. Receptacle cylindric, fleshy, with 
narrow cavity, broader at base and apex, 
10-1-2 cm long, 2-3 mm thick, striate, den¬ 
sely minutely brown pubescent. Sepals 5, 
narrowly lanceolate, acuminate, thick at 
margins, 2.2-24 cm long, 3-4 mm wide, den¬ 
sely minutely puberulous without- Petals 5, 
clawed at base, oblong-lanceolate, sinuate- 
cordate at base, acute at apex, wavy at mar¬ 
gins, 24-2.6 cm long, 1.o-i.2 cm wide, white 


with distinct nerves, sparsely puberulous on 
midrib and some nerves outside; claw 2-0- 
3.5 mm long, brown hairy at midrib on both 
sides. Fertile stamens 3; filaments 8-10 mm 
long, minutely sparsely puberulous; anthers 
linear-oblong, 9-11 mm long, red, with 2 
longitudinal lines of dehiscence at front and 
back on each cell. Staminodes 2 or 3, slen¬ 
der, sigmoidly curved in bud, simply curv¬ 
ed in flower, 5-8 mm long, minutely puberul¬ 
ous at base- Ovary shortly stiped, flattened, 
1.0-1.3 cm l° n §> 2 '3 mm wide, densely brown 
silky-tomentose, many-ovuled; style 14-1.8 
cm long, minutely puberulous ; stigma swol¬ 
len, subglobose, peltate. Fruit unknown. 

This species belongs to the section Megan- 
thera de Wit and approaches near to P • sti- 
pularis (Korth ) Benth. but differs by its 
longer and stouter petioles, longer pedicels, 
oblong-lanceolate petals and ovary with 
shorter stipe, peltate stigma and many ovules. 

N. P. Balakrishnan 

Botanical Survey of .India, Port Blair 
AND 

K. Thothathri 
Botanical Survey of India , Howrah 


ABNORMAL VEGETATIVE GROWTH IN THE GENUS COELOGYNE 


Occurrence of abnormal vegetative growth 
or proliferation has special significance in the 
orchids. The most commonly employed 
methods of growing-orchids are vegetative 
propag a tion and artificial culture of seeds or 
meristems on chemical media; the latter re¬ 
quires sophisticated laboratory facilities. 
Vegetative reproduction, therefore, continues 
to be the most widely adopted method of 
multiplication of orchids. 

The genus Coelogyne Lindley has no 
pseudostems, but preudobulbs of various 
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shape and size. Pseudobulbs always arise 
singly and bear leaves at their top. The 
author has not read any report of prolifera¬ 
tion of pseudobulbs in this genus. 

There are a large number of live plants of 
Coelogyne under cultivation in the Botanical 
Survey of India, at Shillong. Proliferation 
had never been observed in any of the living 
plants, nor has it been seen in any of the 
several hundred herbarium specimens from 
different parts of India and adjacent regions 
studied by the author. The phenomenon 
was recently observed in two plants. 




